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The Murray River, lifeblood to South Australia, and one of the world’s great rivers, gives life and beauty to its ancient 
landscape, known by today’s people as, the Riverland.

For just over 100 years, pioneers, soldier settlers, migrants, and most recently corporate businesses, have farmed in 
the region and worked with the river to produce food, wine, wealth and prosperity for the region’s communities, and 
the nation’s economy.

These people can be rightly proud of the economic transformation of the region, achieved through human 
ingenuity, in harmony with the river, its environment and the community. What was a desert has been transformed 
into an emerald corridor.

The Riverland is comprised of a cluster of strong communities forged over a century of irrigated horticulture. It has a 
superb fruit-growing climate, diverse soils, ample water, first rate infrastructure and ready access to markets.  

The Riverland’s combination of determination, innovation and bountiful natural resources has put the region at the 
forefront of wine production in Australia. This Masterclass showcases the Riverland as it advances through the 21st 
century with confidence, ever improving quality and a quest to preserve its precious resources. 

Chris Byrne – Executive Officer

Riverland Wine Overview
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Philip Reedman - Master of Wine

Philip Reedman is one of only 336 Masters 

of Wine in the world. He lives and works 

in Adelaide, South Australia at the heart 

of the Australian wine industry.  Philip has 

been actively involved with Australian 

wine for almost thirty years. 
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Philip is a Certified Wine Educator for the Wine and Spirit Education Trust WSET and has taught level 4 courses in 
Australia since 2010.  He is a regular judge at Regional, Capital City and International wine shows and a speaker at 
industry conferences around the Southern Hemisphere.  In addition to WSET  Philip is involved in wine education 
through the Institute of Masters of Wine where he mentors students and teaches at IMW seminars in Europe and 
Australia.  Additionally Philip works with The Australian Wine Research Institute’s Advanced Wine Assessment Course 
and The Burgundy School of Business MSc in Wine Business at the ESC Dijon.  In June 2013 Philip became Editor of 
Australian Wine Showcase Magazine. 

Philip was born and grew up in Long Eaton, near Nottingham in England.  In 1982 he began his career in wine 
working as a sommelier at a local restaurant before joining a Nottingham wine merchant as a trainee.

He embarked on working a series of vintages to further his wine knowledge; first in 1986 in Alsace for Hugel, then 
in the Barossa Valley for Saltram, working the 1987 vintage and finally for Taylor’s at their Quinta de Vargellas in the 
Douro Valley, making port in the 1988 vintage.  
 
Philip returned to the UK to work for a pioneering importer and retailer of Australian wines and to study for the 
various (WSET) wine trade exams.  He was awarded the Decanter Magazine Scholarship in the WSET Level 3 exam 
and then went on to study for the WSET Diploma Level 4 which he passed with Honours and was awarded two 
travelling scholarships; one to Burgundy and the second to Portugal.  

After several years of intense study Philip passed the Master of Wine examinations in 1996. It has been said that 
more people have been into space than have passed the rigorous four day examination and achieved this highly 
sought-after title. 

In 1998 Tesco approached Philip about a job based in Australia sourcing and selecting wines from Australia and New 
Zealand.  Over time this job evolved to cover the sourcing of wines from the USA and South America.  

In 2007 Philip resigned from Tesco to set up his consultancy business, Philip Reedman Master of Wine Pty Ltd, which 
works with wineries, retailers and importers.  Philip’s business objective is simple: Helping you to sell more Wine.  

When not travelling for either work or pleasure Philip lives in Adelaide with his wife and son and when not thinking 
about wine, enjoys making and drinking espresso coffee, cooking, baking bread, reading and listening to his 
extensive collection of music. 
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Area of the GI
The Riverland lies to the east of the Barossa Valley in South Australia.
It stretches from Blanchetown in the West, to Paringa in the East, a distance of 
600 kilometres by riverboat, or 120 kilometres by road.

Riverland Wine - Regional Data

Planted Area
20,600 hectares (all varieties). Major varieties include:

Red Wines
Shiraz
Cabernet Sauvignon
Merlot
Petit Verdot

Hectares
5,440
3,240
1,200
510

Tonnes
113,000
60,000
25,000
13,000

Litres (M)

82
44
18
9

White Wines
Chardonnay
Muscat Gordo Bianco
Colombard
Sauvignon Blanc

Hectares
4,600
1,030
801
515

Tonnes
117,000
25,000
31,000
17,000

Litres (M)
88
19
23
13

Economic Contribution
All varieties

Farmgate value
Winery grown grapes
Total grape value

AU$103M
AU$ 27M
AU$130M

Number of Registered 
Vineyards  
(Grower enterprises)
1003

10



Number of Wineries 

Wineries
Accolade Wines 
Angove Family Winemakers 
Growers’ Wine Group  
Kahlon Wines   
Kingston Estate Wines  
Mallee Estate Wines  
919 Wines   
Ral Ral Creek Wines  
Riverland Vintners  
Salena Estate Wines  
The Wine Group  

Eleven (11)
Glossop
Renmark
Waikerie
Renmark
Kingston
Renmark
Monash
Monash
Monash
Loxton
Loxton

Number of Producer Licences

Producer Licenses
Bassham Wines
Burke Salter
Byrne Vineyards
Caudo Wines
Cirami Estate (RVIC)
Dominic Wines
Growers’ Gate (CCW)
Illalangi
Ricca Terra Farms
Whistling Kite  

Eleven (10)
Barmera
Blanchetown
Morgan
Cadell
Monash
Berri
Berri
Waikerie
Barmera
New Residence

Contraction of Vineyard Area
The ‘peak’ year for plantings was 2008  22,456 ha
Planted area in 2015    20,600 ha
Contraction     (1,856 ha)

Main varieties removed:

Chardonnay
Colombard
Muscat Gordo Bianco
Cabernet Sauvignon
Mataro
Shiraz
All other varieties

348 ha
150 ha
166 ha
  89 ha
  76 ha
110 ha
917 ha

Riverland Wine - Regional Data
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Riverland Wine - Regional Data

Riverland Region
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Byrne Vineyards

First planted in the 1960s by Rob and Terry’s parents.  Today, 
the brothers and Terry’s wife, Elise provide the innovation 
and energy to take Byrne Vineyards to the next level.  Third 
generation, Patria, Rob’s daughter is committed to the 
continuing success of this Riverland Wine business.

The Scotts Creek wetlands and vineyard are the first in South 
Australia to be accredited and granted a permanent wetland 
water licence.  The families implementation of best practise 
environmental management through the Fresh Care Program 
and the state of the art water technology utilised throughout 
the property have enable Byrne Vineyards to produce award 
winning wines while simultaneously strengthening the fragile 
eco system.
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Specifications

Vintage  2015

Variety  40% Muscadelle, 30% Chenin Blanc,   

  15% Colombard and 15% Semillon

Region  Riverland, South Australia

Alc/Vol  14.5% 

RRP  £25.00

Distributor Seeking Distributor

 

2015 Antiquarian Rare Field White
An Antiquarian is a collector of rare or ancient books 
and curios, a name befitting this rare and exclusive wine. 
Antiquarian wines, the pinnacle of quality, are hand crafted 
from only the very best parcels.  

The ancient practice of “field blends” is perpetuated in just a 
few regions around the world.  Some say “field blends” began 
and it became common practice in small plots where a mixture 
of varieties was planted and became a practice to harvest 
all the fruit in the vineyard together.  Field blending is the 
ultimate test of terrior.  It enables the varieties grown there to 
meld into seamless wine with complex layering.

Rather than rip out mature vines and replant, Byrne were 
inspired to add value to grapes that sold for less than they 
cost to produce, thereby giving these rare old vines one last 
chance.  The 2015 Rare Field Blend is the result.  The wine has 
captured the essence of the vineyard.  The wine is bright straw 
in colour and exhibits ripe guava and exotic cinnamon notes 
in the aroma and on the palate.  The textural complex palate 
speaks of pristine fruit: red apples, quince, nectarine and 
sweet spices balanced with under-stated toasty oak.

*(Suitable for Vegans)

Contact Details
Contact:   Shirley Fraser De Zolt
Company:   Byrne Vineyards
Address:  68a Fullarton Road, Norwood.  
  South Australia  5067
Mobile:   +61417 853 097 
Email:    shirleyf@byrnevineyards.com.au
Website:   www.brynevineyards.com.au
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Bassham Wines 

Bruce Bassham has worked the family vineyard since the 
tender age of 15 when he left school to help his father Jim 
who was spending an increasing amount of time caring 
for his own father who was ill. Bruce took to the property 
enthusiastically, making many changes. He later married Val 
and together they built a third house on the family property 
and raised 3 daughters – Kelly, Jodie and Renae.
Bruce and Val’s love for the land and environment has led 
them to organic viticulture and the so-called “alternative” 
grape varieties.  They see this production philosophy and 
varieties suited to the climate of their region as critical for 
their future in the wine industry. Dedicated to the link between 
soil health and human health, Bruce and Val are committed 
to improving the nutritional value of the soil, in particular 
restoring trace elements. 

Embracing the Riverland and the lifestyles it offers and 
they are very proud and honoured to be called Riverland 
vignerons, passing on their knowledge to their children and 
grandchildren.
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Specifications

Vintage  2013

Variety  Lagrein

Region  Riverland, South Australia

Alc/Vol  14.0% 

RRP  £12.00

Distributor Seeking Distributor

2013 Bassham Wines Lagrein
This variety is grown in Northern Italy and is considered a cool 
climate variety, but it does amazingly well on the Bassham 
Family Organic Vineyard which is situated to the south of 
Barmera.  Growing on light sandy and sandy-loam soils the 
variety thrives in the warm, dry climate.

Bruce says: “This little beauty wins us GOLD. It is a wonderful, 
dark rich wine, deep ruby red in colour, inky purple in the 
glass, with plenty going on – intense juicy dark cherry fruit 
flavours and soft, silky smooth in the mouth, warming alcohol 
and a hint of confectionary characters with excellent balance 
and structure.”

It is a great choice with a BBQ, red meats, pork, and cheese 
platters.

Contact Details
Contact:   Bruce & Val Bassham
Company:   Bassham Wines
Address:   P.O Box 77, Barmera 5345  South Australia
Email:   admin@basshamwines.com
Mobile:  Mobile:  +61428 881 480
Website:  www.basshamwines.com
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Mallee Estate 

Mallee Estate is a family owned winery established by Peter 
and Eleni Markeas.

The first vineyard was established in 1969.  Three acres of 
Shiraz planted at the time is still used in the Mallee Estate 
Shiraz.  Each vineyard has been established on different soil 
types emphasising different attributes across the range of 
wines.  All wines are made from estate grown grapes in the 
state of the art winery located on the original site.
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Specifications

Vintage   2013

Variety  Tempranillo

Region  Riverland, South Australia

Alc/Vol  13.5% 

RRP  £8.99  

Distributor Seeking Distributor

2013 Mallee Estate Tempranillo
Mallee Estate Tempranillo has been hand crafted from vines 
planted in 2000.  The vineyards are surrounded by Mallee 
trees providing a haven for a wide variety of native fauna.  The 
low yielding vineyards have produced this increasingly popular 
Mediterranean style of wine.

Purple in colour with violet hues, the nose has hints of wild 
berries and plums. The full flavoured palate offers earthy and 
dark cherry characters. Balanced with 12 months maturation 
on American oak. The fine, velvety tannins lead to a pleasant 
soft finish. This is a medium-bodied wine that is great drinking 
now and an ideal accompaniment to lamb, pork and gamey 
dishes.

Contact Details
Name:    Jim Markeas
Company:   Mallee Estate Wines
Address:   220 Renmark Avenue, Renmark West 5341,  
  South Australia
Email:    mallee@riverland.net.au
Mobile   +61429 951 088
Website:   www.malleeestatewines.com.au
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Whistling Kite 

Tony and Pam Barich are the proud owners of Whistling Kite 
Wines.
 
After 16 years of organic and biodynamic management the 
Barich vineyard imprinted its signature on the wines being 
produced.  The vines are grown in accordance with strict 
biodynamic standards creating a balanced, harmonious 
eco system.  This enables the vines to express the unique 
characters of the soil, the environment and the micro-climate 
in these unique wines.  The grapes are hand picked and 
basket pressed and left to develop with minimal intervention.
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Specifications

Vintage            2013

Variety             Montepulciano

Region             Riverland, South Australia

Alc/Vol             15%

RRP                  £18.00

Distributor        Seeking Distributor

2013 Whistling Kite Montepulciano
Montepulciano is a grape variety well suited to the Riverland.  
It ripens late in the season, typically in the cooler weather of 
early autumn.  This enhances its fruit and acidity.

The wine is rich, elegant and stylish, with vibrant ruby hues, 
aromas of black cherries, plum, fresh berries and violets.  The 
palate has ample fruit, dark chocolate and savoury flavours, 
complemented by maturation in French oak.

*(Suitable for Vegans)

Contact Details
Name:    Pamela Barrich
Business:   Whistling Kite Wines
Address:    73 Freundt Road, Loxton  5333, 
  South Australia
Email:    pam@whistlingkitewines.com.au
Mobile:   +61421 384 659
Website:   www.whistlingkitewines.com.au
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919 Wines 

919 Wines is a small, family company, specializing in the 
production of high quality table wines. Based in Glossop, 
South Australia, approximately 3 hours from Adelaide. The 
company was founded in 1999 by Jenny and Eric Semmler.  
They established their first vineyard in 2002 and the first 
vintage of 919 Wines was 2004.

Since inception, the winery has expanded to handle a crush of 
60 tonnes, grown on vineyards under our direct management 
or from growers who can meet 919’s stringent viticultural and 
production standards. 

Purchasing a second vineyard in 2011 to assure supply and 
to provide for the continued growth of the company.  All 
vineyards and wines are certified organic, in keeping with our 
philosophy of living sustainably within the environment.
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Specifications

Vintage  2015

Variety  Touriga Nacional

Region  Riverland, South Australia

Alc/Vol  12.5% 

RRP  £19.99

Distributor Seeking Distributor

2015 919 Reserve Collection  
Touriga Nacional 
This wine is intensely perfumed with aromas of jasmine, cedar, 
cinnamon and white pepper.  The palate is rich, intense and 
full, with integrated smoky oak, floral, herbal and dark spice 
flavours and a long fruit finish.  Medium weight with length, 
silky tannins and a soft, textural and savoury finish.
 
Touriga is a warm climate answer to Pinot Noir.  It 
complements similar foods, such as duck, red meats with rich 
sauces and Mediterranean herb-infused dishes.

Contact Details
Name:    Jenny Semmler
Business:   919 Wines
Address:   39 Hodges Road, 
  Glossop 5344, South Australia
Email:    jenny@919wines.com.au
Mobile:   +61408 855 272
Website:  www.919wines.com.au
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Kingston Estate Wines 

Kingston Estate is an innovative and customer focused 
winery which exports wine to all major markets around the 
world. Under second generation owner, Bill Moularedellis’ 
management, Kingston Estate Wines has grown to a size 
which enables them to offer a diverse range of wines to the 
market, sourcing fruit from both our own five vineyards as well 
as independent growers throughout South Australia.

Family remains core to the business, which, whilst centred 
around the Moularadellis family, who own and run the winery, 
also includes our loyal staff as well as our grape growers. 
Being a family winery allows Kingston Estate Wines to make 
decisions with a long term perspective in mind and in a 
business that relies on the weather, this is a distinct advantage.
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Specifications

Vintage  2012

Variety  Petit Verdot

Region  Riverland, South Australia

Alc/Vol  14.0% 

RRP  £14.99

Distributor Seeking Distributor

2012 Eminent Petit Verdot
As an innovator of Petit Verdot, Bill has drawn upon Australia’s 
largest single planting of this variety, a vineyard of 150 
acres, after pioneering Kingston’s planting in the 1990s. Bill’s 
pioneering enthusiasm was instrumental in the Riverland 
earning its repute as the signature growing region of 
Australian Petit Verdot.

This outstanding wine displays deep rich red colour. The 
bouquet shows an abundance of violets, fruitcake, leather 
and dusty cedar notes.  The palate explodes with dark fruit, 
plum and complex dark chocolate and coffee backed by firm 
tannins.  Cellar this one for 8-10 years if you can wait that long.

Contact Details
Name:    RobTurnbull
Business:   Kingston Estate Wines
Address:  Level 1, 15 Fullarton Road,  
  Kent Town 5067, South Australia
Email:    robt@kewines.com.au
Mobile:  +61419 801 070
Website:   www.kingstonestatewines.com
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