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19th RWGA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2020 

LOXTON RESEARCH CENTRE 

MINUTES 

 

The meeting opened at 1:30pm. 

Riverland Winegrape Growers’ Association Chair, Brett Proud welcomed everyone to the 19th AGM. 

1. Present 

Brett Proud  Chris Byrne Sheridan Alm 

John Angove Rosalie Auricht Peter Barry 

Henry Crawford Brent Fletcher Ray Hartigan 

Peter Hill Rod Hondow Andrew Kassebaum 

Jim Markeas Bill Moularadellis Jack Papageorgiou 

Andrew Proud Bill Ruediger  

   

Observers:   

Victoria Eichner Dave Gordge Kate Kroemer 

Brad Nott   

2. Apologies 

Craig Alm Mick Ashton* Martin Bailey 

Steve Eckermann* Rick Edmonds* Wade Hondow* 

Steve Liebich* Michael Mason Scott Petersen* 

Ashley Ratcliff* Philip Smith Clint Tippet 

Tony Townsend*   

* Proxy provided 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of the Annual General Meeting September 9, 2019 

The Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting were included with the meeting papers 

made available to all in attendance.  The minutes were considered a true and accurate record 

of the 18th RWGA AGM and were adopted. 

 Moved: Jack Papageorgiou Seconded: Brett Rosenzweig All in favour:  CARRIED 



 

 

4. Financial Report 

4.1 Audited Financial Report 

Copies of the financial report for the year ended June 30, 2020 were included with the 

meeting papers issued to all in attendance.  Members were invited to peruse the 

financial reports, make comments, or seek clarification.   

The report was adopted 

 Moved:  Bill Ruediger Seconded: Jack Papageorgiou All in favour: CARRIED 

4.2 Appointments of Auditors  

Chair advised members present that THNK Advisory will continue as auditors for 

2020/21 financial year and that Riverland Wine will seek tenders at the end of June 30, 

2021. 

5. Chair’s Report 

Chair presented his report and moved that it be adopted. 

 Moved: Brett Proud Seconded: Henry Crawford All in favour: CARRIED 

6. Confirmation of RWGA Committee 2020/21 

Chair advised members present that RWGA members Sheridan Alm, Brett Proud and Brett 

Rosenzweig had been returned unopposed.  Other committee members on the RWGA 

committee are ‘Henry’ Crawford, Peter Hill and Jack Papageorgiou, whose terms will expire in 

2021. 

7. Meeting Close: 2:02pm 

 .......................................................................   ...............................................................  

 RWGA Chair Date 

 

 

 

 



 

 

19th RWIDC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2020  

LOXTON RESEARCH CENTRE 

MINUTES 

 

The meeting opened at 2:06pm. 

Riverland Wine Executive Chair, Chris Byrne welcomed everyone to the RWIDC’s 19th AGM. 

1. Present 

Brett Proud  Chris Byrne Sheridan Alm 

John Angove Rosalie Auricht Peter Barry 

Henry Crawford Brent Fletcher Dave Gordge 

Ray Hartigan Peter Hill Rod Hondow 

Andrew Kassebaum Jim Markeas Bill Moularadellis 

Jack Papageorgiou Andrew Proud Bill Ruediger 

   

Observers:   

Victoria Eichner Kate Kroemer Brad Nott 

2. Apologies 

Craig Alm Mick Ashton* Martin Bailey 

Steve Eckermann* Rick Edmonds* Wade Hondow* 

Steve Liebich* Michael Mason Scott Petersen* 

Ashley Ratcliff* Philip Smith Clint Tippet 

Tony Townsend*   

* Proxy provided 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of the Annual General Meeting September 9, 2019 

The Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting were included with the meeting papers 

made available to all in attendance.  The Minutes were considered a true and accurate record 

of the 18th RWIDC AGM and were adopted. 

 Moved: Brent Fletcher Seconded: Jack Papageorgiou All in favour:  CARRIED 

4. Financial Report 

4.1 Audited Financial Report 

Copies of the financial report for the year ended June 30, 2020 were included with the 

meeting papers issued to all in attendance.  Members were invited to peruse the 

financial reports, make comments, or seek clarification.   

The report was adopted 

 Moved:  Bill Moularadellis Seconded: Henry Crawford All in favour: CARRIED 

4.2 Appointments of auditors  

Chair advised members present that THNK Advisory will continue as auditors for 

2020/21 financial year and that Riverland Wine will seek tenders at the end of June 30, 



 

 

2021.  He added the service from THNK Advisory had been outstanding in terms of 

preparing the financial reports within a tight timeframe. 

5. Chair’s Report 

Chair presented his report and moved that it be adopted. 

 Moved: Chris Byrne  Seconded: Sheridan Alm All in favour: CARRIED 

 

6. Close of meeting:  2.42pm 

 .......................................................................   ...............................................................  

 RWIDC Chair Date 

 

 

 



Riverland Winegrape Growers Association Inc 

20th Annual General Meeting 

Chair’s Report 

Monday, August 9, 2021 

Preamble 

Throughout my 2021 RWGA Chair's report I will refer directly to a document titled Agricultural 

Innovation – A National Approach to Grow Australia's Future. This document was produced by Ernst & 

Young for the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources and published 

in March 2019. 

The purpose of referring to this Australian Government document is to illustrate that the RWGA, as 

part of Riverland Wine, has the foresight and motivation to "grow Australia's Future" at the cutting 

edge of government strategy. While the document's focus is on innovation, it reflects the RWGA's 

commitment to "continual improvement". 

A different text colour will highlight the direct quotes. 

Stronger ecosystem leadership and cohesion across Australian agricultural 

innovation will generate greater and more diverse outcomes, driving our global 

competitiveness through clear strategic direction and increased collaboration 

Many of the quotes used throughout this report will demonstrate that Riverland Wine has often been 

ahead of “current practice”.For example, the quote above validates the work done ten years ago with 

local commodity groups to establish the Riverland and Mallee Primary Producers Centre”. Despite the 

ad hoc formation of the South Australian River Communities (SARC) group (c2010-2016) and 

currently the Riverland Horticulture Futures Group (RHFG) (c2019-current), this cross-commodity 

cohesive model is yet to be fully realised in the Riverland. 

Strengthening the role of regions would improve innovation uptake  

Regions are the backbone of Australia's agricultural innovation system as they 

influence and shape directions and priorities for agricultural innovation. They are 

embedded internationally with their expertise and knowledge serving world 

problems. 

Each of the references included in my report warrant further detailed elaboration and discussion. 

However, that will need to wait. 

  



RWGA Chair Report 2021  

The 2021 Australian wine grape vintage results were made public a month ago. The Riverland vintage 

crush of 558,252 tonnes was a 21% increase from 2020. Accolade Wines, the largest buyer of 

Riverland wine grapes, purchased 209,301 tonnes (37% of the Riverland total) through its 

arrangement with CCW.  

This vintage again proves that the Riverland, along with the other inland wine regions, are the engine 

room of the Australian wine industry. The volume of wine grapes produced in the Riverland was 52% 

of South Australia's total and 31% of the national crush record of the estimated 2.03 million tonnes in 

2021. 

The seasonal weather was close to perfect for growing wine grapes last vintage. No significant frosts, 

hailstorms or heatwaves was a relief. Some early rainfall followed by a dry harvest made life easier as 

well. Pleasingly, from most reports, the wine grapes grown in the Riverland again over delivered on 

quality. 

During the last 12 months, the RWGA, through Riverland Wine, has continued to work relentlessly to 

improve the bottom line of every wine grape grower.  

The greatest challenge has been (and will be for some time) to change the entrenched political, 

bureaucratic and farmer representation model where relevant policies and funding programmes are 

carried out with little to no input from the actual levy and taxpayers farming on the land. 

I can report that this has been one of the most disappointing non-outcomes of the last few years. It is 

becoming increasingly obvious to me that the local farmer is being left out of the crucial "co-design" 

process that is the foundation for good policy making. 

A co-design approach will be critical for success, as this will enable participants to 

influence decision making and create accountability within the future system. 

System-wide involvement will also help neutralise agendas and enhance 

commitment from system stakeholders 

This is a trend that cuts across all government and bureaucratic interaction. The result is that 

government policy and adoption of research is often misguided. Currently, the region is being 

inundated by Ag Tech solutions looking for problemsfacilitated by PIRSA. This un-coordinated scatter 

gun approach is inefficient and not necessarily in the best interests of the farmer working on the land, 

creating wealth for the community. Instead, lessons should have been taken from the success of 

historic farmer ingenuity. There is a well-known saying “Necessity is the mother of invention”. The 

local “Gadget” days were evidence of this. The success of many modern machines seen in vineyards 

evolved from gadgets fabricated in the sheds and workshops in the region. The modern grape 

harvester is a classic example. 

• Innovation priority decisions are made with insufficient input from end users 

• Silos have developed between institutions and regions creating inefficiencies and 

hindering innovation outcomes  

• Limited involvement of end users and integration throughout the value chain 

limits innovation adoption  

• Investments are typically directed towards discrete, short-term projects that align 

with annual or 3-year funding cycles 



An immense amount of work has been invested into working with other commodity groups and IIOs 

(Irrigation Infrastructure Operators) through the Riverland Horticulture Futures Group in response to 

many local growers voicing concern about their “pain points”. These pain points were centred around 

water issues such as the water market and water security. As a result, the group has focussed on 

influencing relevant policies to resolve these issues if possible. 

If the aspiration is to lead in terms of innovation we need to combine and conquer  

• Agricultural innovation is siloed and does not deliver transformational solutions 

industry wide 

• The effectiveness and efficiency of Australian agricultural innovation today is 

undermined by poor cross-industry and cross-sectoral collaboration  

Repeating from my report last year, the most significant risk to both our local and national wine 

industry is water security. Riverland Wine is working diligently to have significant influence on water 

policy. Much effort is also being invested in generating decision making toolkits that will assist growers 

to develop both long term strategic and annual water plans. This has been made quite difficult with 

many influencers within both the wine industry and government not realising the high priority of dealing 

with water policy. The management committee will persevere to have influence on developing water 

related policies in respect to the Riverland's future. 

• Coordinate strategic planning across the system to drive alignment 

and identify mutual benefits 

• Participants are not yet collaborating in a strategic and sustained manner 

 to address shared challenges and draw on experience from other sectors 

• There is large opportunity to empower our regions so they can contribute 

 to national priority setting and maximise opportunities 

from investment in innovation 

• Agricultural innovation is siloed with strategic priorities 

and direction set independently by system participants 

The representation on behalf of Riverland wine grape growers has been extensive. The list extends 

from local government through to the state and national level, involving both government and industry 

bodies that influence policy decisions. 

Significant effort was directed into the submission to the ACCC in relation to their report on water 

markets. The RHFG also pushed back on the water delivery risk as outlined in the Delivery and 

Shortfall Risks papers published by the MDBA and South Australian Department of Environment and 

Water. 

Future opportunities, threats and trends within the agriculture sector will occur in a 

larger, more complex and a faster manner than ever before, requiring leadership 

and cohesion across the ecosystem to set strategic priorities and drive a more 

coordinated and cross-domain approach 

To all those people who have contributed to the RHFG on behalf of the RWGA, thank you.  



I acknowledge the significant contribution to the RHFG made by Gavin McMahon as CEO of the 

Central Irrigation Trust. His understanding of the big picture related to water policy has been 

immensely valuable to the future of irrigation in the Riverland. On behalf of the RWGA, I extend our 

best wishes to Gavin in his retirement. 

While writing this report, there may be an emerging light at the end of the tunnel. It appears that the 

Riverland Wine's submission regarding water literacy is now being understood and re-assessed by 

senior members of the Future Drought Fund in the Department of Agriculture, Water, and the 

Environment. Again, I commend those who have persevered on behalf of the Riverland wine grape 

growers. 

• Co-design, with representatives from across the agricultural innovation 

ecosystem, a framework that builds cohesion through clear roles and 

accountabilities and addresses key barriers and constraints  

• Empower and incentivise participants with roles and responsibilities so that the 

system is more coordinated, effective, and dynamic  

• Improve transparency to encourage continuous improvement and hold system 

participants accountable for performance. 

My report so far has focussed on the high-level work that the RWGA has directed to influence both 

government and industry policy that affects every grower in the Riverland. 

The RWGA has also been focused on grass-roots vineyard operations. During the next 12 months 

there is an opportunity of a lifetime for Riverland growers to be part of the commercialisation of 

VitiVisor. This is the product of the Hands Off Hectares programme that commenced a few years ago 

as a real example of co-design. This project's success depends on the wine grape growers of this 

region choosing to be involved. 

• Looking to 2050, traditional ways of working are unlikely to be sufficient to 

address new challenges 

• This will allow for funding to flow through to the best opportunities and could 

include providing levy payers with greater choice in where levy funding is allocated 

• Limited involvement of end users in the innovation journey to understand their 

needs decreases the likelihood of adoption 

This unique opportunity may set a template on how to break down the old model and retain wealth in 

the region.  



• There is opportunity to strengthen capability to better inform decision making and 

increase the speed of innovation and adoption 

• Agriculture is becoming increasingly digitised and existing data is highly 

disaggregated and inconsistent 

• The foundations of agricultural innovation – data, physical infrastructure, and the 

regulatory environment – are not adapted to the needs of the future 

• There is misalignment between user needs and the delivery of innovation 

• Existing adoption pathways fail to adequately consider extension requirements 

Riverland Wine, and therefore the RWGA, is in the process of transformational change. During the last 

twelve months, Chris Byrne relinquished his executive role and focussed on setting up the structure of 

Australian Commercial Wine Producers Limited. Jo Pippos has completed her first year as General 

Manager of Riverland Wine. 

This AGM is the end of an era for both the RWGA and the RWIDC as Chris retires from his role as 

Chair. 

The Riverland Wine community will be forever indebted to Chris for his commitment during the last two 

decades. Chris' foresight has transformed the regions' growers from over a thousand independent 

unrepresented voices protesting on the Berri oval to the respected Riverland Wine entity you see 

today. 

That may sound easy, but it has taken twenty years of blood, sweat and tears with the best interests of 

the Riverland wine grape growers always at heart. 

On behalf of the RWGA members, I sincerely thank Chris and wish him all the best for the future. 

In conclusion, as I highlighted last year, much of the work carried out by Riverland Wine staff, 

contractors and volunteers goes unacknowledged. It takes an immense amount of work to bring to 

fruition any innovation. Communicating with all levels of government and wine industry stakeholders is 

a relentless task. Very few people see it, understand, or even respect the process. 

I sincerely thank Jo, Kate, the contract administration support staff and the three Delivery Group chairs 

and members for their continued input and expertise.  

 

Be bold, be ambitious, be generous 

 

Brett Proud 

Chair, RWGA 



Riverland Wine Industry Development Council Inc 

Annual General Meeting 

Chair’s Report 

Monday, August 9, 2021 

Hindsight 

Perhaps more than any other year since 2002, the year Riverland Wine was formed, 2020/21 has 

been a year of turmoil; a year of disturbance; a year of uncertainty for our industry, and it had little to 

do with Covid 19.  

It was more to do with the fact that in the previous four or five years, the organisation had fulfilled 

many of the challenges set down in the 2014-2019 Strategic Plan; the first real such plan for the 

organisation, aside from those prepared for the Minister for Agriculture under the Primary Industry 

Funding Scheme. 

The conflicts and anxieties that motivated members to engage so actively in the first decade were 

largely resolved.  The firm focus on the themes of leadership and engagement in that first plan, had 

transformed forums of conflict into forums of constructive dialogue between growers and wineries, but 

also external third parties, government agencies including the ACCC, the Murray-Darling Basin 

Authority and research institutions; notably; without the aid of the Code of Conduct.   

Those external interactions paved the way for locally relevant programs to be forged in the fields of 

Research, Development, and Extension, the second strategic theme.  Riverland Wine has consistently 

pushed the boundaries in our discussions with Wine Australia and the Australian Wine Research 

Institute.  Pushing boundaries is not easy, but by doing it respectfully and consistently we have 

identified the Riverland, not merely as the largest region, producing Australia’s most popular wine, but 

also the region that loudly proclaims the benefits of recognising initiatives proposed by our constituent 

growers and wine producers.  We now use the word practitioners to emphasise that the constituents, 

who are our members, invest their livelihoods in the wine industry and ought to be genuinely consulted 

and heard when policies are being formed that will affect livelihoods.  The word codesign has crept 

into our vernacular, albeit that it does not yet appear in many dictionaries.  In that regard we initiated 

the Hands-off Hectares (HOH) project in collaboration with Wine Australia and the University of 

Adelaide in 2018, well ahead of the rest and we’ve managed to maintain reasonable control with one 

more year to run. 

Our third strategic theme has been competitiveness.  In many ways we have excelled as a 

consequence of our early support for restructuring agendas with a focus on scaling-up the average 

size of many of our enterprises.  In this endeavour we note the absence of a comprehensive industry 

benchmarking system makes it difficult to actually measure performance relative to other practitioners 

and other regions.  In recent years, the raw data has indicated that this region’s gross returns per 

hectare are better than other South Australian regions and we do know, through the work of 

Vinehealth Australia, that the average size of vineyard holdings has improved from approximately 13 

hectares in 2004 to 22 hectares (55) acres today.   

The fourth theme, market growth has been hampered, by a lack of readily available data in meaningful 

formats.  We do note however, the recent unveiling of the new Wine Australia Interactive Insights 

portal promises to reveal more timely, more helpful information for all constituents.  Riverland Wine will 

be collaborating closely with Wine Australia over the coming months to illustrate how accessible the 

information is and how it can guide plans and reduce risk when making long term investment 



decisions to grow grapes and market wine in domestic and export markets.  The industry’s determined 

focus on premiumisation over the past decade has not assisted the Riverland’s growth targets, 

expressed in terms of market share.   

The fifth and final theme has been profitability and sustainability.  This has been the area of strongest 

focus.  We have committed an immense time and resource to working with Wine Australia and the 

University of Adelaide to ensure that the HoH project will enable all vineyard operators to embrace the 

imperative: digitalise or perish!  Most are already using a variety of Apps on smartphones, tablets, and 

laptops, in the field and in the office.  Most of these operate as standalone tools.  Through HoH, we 

have created the real potential to build the world’s first truly open-source digital platform with the 

potential to incorporate a large number of independent data streams or apps and interpret huge 

volumes of data to improve water use efficiency, predict yields, reduce risks, improve soil health, vine 

health and reduce growing costs.  Many of you will not be familiar with the project because it’s been in 

the development phase.  However, with 12 months to run, Riverland Wine is well poised to be able to 

showcase the toolkit to all interested members over that period through Extension and Adoption 

programs and in collaboration with Wine Australia and the Australian Wine Research Institute.  

The future 

As we look forward, we note the engagement challenge.  It is much more acute now than in 2002 or 

indeed in 2014. 

As more members’ have constructed business plans, they have made themselves more viable and 

commercial; they have become more self-reliant with less apparent need for representation and 

advocacy. 

But don’t be mistaken; more than ever, Riverland Wine is called to lead; it’s just that it is more difficult!  

The term globalisation was scarcely recognised in 2002.  As a region we were emerging from a 

century of building our regional community, satisfying our needs at regional, state and occasionally 

federal levels.  Many of our markets were domestic.  In many ways, we were unsophisticated.  We 

relied on our strong sense of community to pull through difficult times.  The pain points were very clear 

and present! 

Now, our marketplace is now almost entirely beyond our shores.  Digitalisation has changed all of our 

daily routines but NOT the need to engage our constituents. More than ever, we need to listen to 

them, to understand their pressure points and devise meaningful, achievable plans to represent their 

interests in industry, government, and institutional forums.  The big challenges of our time include 

climate change, biosecurity, provenance, education, mental health and knowing who our customers 

are!  Value chain principles are still not well understood and practised in our region.  So, there are 

plenty of new-style challenges to occupy our time and (scarce) resources.  The most pressing 

challenge for us as part of the Inland Commercial sector of the wine industry is to strengthen critical 

relationships with those who manage our industry levies and membership contributions.  Our focus 

must shift from operational to strategic alliances.  

The need for us to influence policy settings correlates directly to the theme profitability and 

sustainability.  Over the past 12 months, in a bid to have more influence over relevant policy, 

Riverland Wine has initiated the formation of the Australian Commercial Wine Producers organisation, 

a union of the majority of inland producers, those who crush approximately 70% of the national crush; 

in other words, the commercial sector. 

Our industry is characterised by two distinct sectors – the commercial sector which predominately 

retails wine for less than $10/bottle with FOB export values less than $45/case and the premium 

sector that makes wine above this level.  There are many more premium producers located in 

numerous winegrowing regions around Australia compared to commercial producers.  Premium 

producers by their numerical majority have had greater influence on our industry’s policy settings. 



Besides generously funding Riverland Wine, our constituents contribute more than any other region to 

the $2M per month in statutory levies collected by the Government, for the benefit of our industry’s 

R,D & E, and our international marketing initiatives.  In reviewing the last 10 to 20 years it is difficult to 

see how our industry is measurably better off through this significant long-term investment in the 

mandatory levy fund.  Many across the inland regions are questioning Australia’s long term 

premiumisation strategy.  In broad terms, it is apparent that it has not been as effective as could 

reasonably be expected after such a sustained long-term commitment.  Since 2009, excluding China, 

total sales of our premium bottled exports above $45/case, have halved from 12.2M cases to 6.6M 

cases per annum.  We are exporting significantly less premium wine now than we were 12 years ago.  

We need to do things differently if we hope to reverse this slide. Australia sells just over 4M cases of 

bottled wine to the UK at an average price of $41 /case with the equivalent of 25M cases being 

shipped in bulk. The recently announced UK/Australia free trade agreement will provide greater 

relative opportunity for our commercial wines than premium wines, and we really do need to have our 

industry policy settings adjusted to take full advantage of this new opportunity.  

We have come to understand more clearly the role that policies play in our lives and to question 

whether we can influence those policies rather than assume others will provide best outcomes for us.  

Here in the Riverland, we learned a very expensive lesson in this past year when we initiated an 

application to participate with the federal and state governments in the Drought Resilience funding 

program.  We worked with relevant agencies and institutions responsible for establishing AgTech hubs 

in each State for the roll-out of future AgTech digital programs.  We thought that with our two-year 

head-start with the HOH project, we had much to offer.  The lesson we learnt was that other interest 

groups assumed it was their prerogative to devise the program on behalf of our practitioners and 

deliver solutions to problems that we had already begun to solve!  None of the other parties were 

interested in what we had achieved and what we were keen to share.  We had not worked out the 

politics!  We were naïve!  We must learn from that experience.  The old model of engagement is 

broken 

But RW has committed funds and resources to reveal that beyond being the region that grows the 

most, processes the most, exports the most, generates the most employment and contributes the 

most to levy funds and membership of industry bodies, that it is also the region that pushes the need 

for innovation, creativity, and continuous improvement. 

It has often been said of the Riverland that our wines are not as good as some of the wines from other 

regions. We are not too precious about that.  We know our wines are Australia’s most popular; that 

more wine consumers around the globe enjoy wine from the Riverland than from any other region in 

this country.  Our challenge is to monitor those global consumers closely, observe and listen to their 

changing preferences and alter our vineyard and winemaking practices accordingly.  We can do that 

with greater effect, if we work constructively to influence more appropriate policies, especially in 

relation to levy distribution. 

Regrettably PRIDE continues to be a missing element in this region.  Too often we have accepted the 

labels of outsiders.  We have failed to recognise and promote our successes.  We have (reluctantly) 

accepted the appraisal of others who have measured our success against criteria developed to 

measure the so-called premium Australian wines, while overlooking the measures that matter the most 

to our constituents: scale, consistency, predictability, versatility, value, jobs, and exports.  Therein lies 

one of our opportunities for the next several years.  The opportunity to raise awareness of our 

contribution; our ingenuity and our commitment to growing the value of Australian vineyards, wineries, 

and every litre of Australian wine.  An increase of even five cents per litre would make such a 

difference to the industry’s bottom line. 

Another of the opportunities we must emphasise relates to our environmental credentials, our 

provenance, and our authenticity.  We have the world’s equal best growing conditions.  Our soils, our 

readily available water, our low pest and disease pressures, our growers, our wine producers, and our 

scientists are our natural attributes!  What more do we need? 



Perhaps even more exciting is the realisation that after a decade of struggling to articulate what we 

really mean by OPTIMISATION of vineyards; we are increasingly confident we are closing in on a 

pathway to enable that work to begin. The relationships we’ve developed through the HOH project 

with several of the research institutions have encouraged us to go hard now, remove the few 

remaining impediments, and make it happen.  The key to this is being open-minded to the concepts 

around plant physiology, phenology and the interdependence of the soil, water, nutrients, air, and light.  

These are all factors that influence our capacity to measure and manage the efficiency and 

productivity of every vine and to reflect the ever-changing needs of our global consumers.  Knowledge 

is the key. 

Suffice to say, that if we can apply our influence to draw other like minds to the table, from beyond the 

Riverland, if we are prepared to listen to others who want to contribute and to work alongside us, then 

we will be well positioned to combine the HOH platform capabilities with the scientific common sense 

of vineyard optimisation.  But the time for collaboration is NOW. 

That combination of new knowledge and unity among constituents will enable the Australian Wine 

Industry to grow the value of every vineyard, every winery and every litre of Australian Wine and THAT 

outcome will deliver long term satisfaction to all our members; indeed, to the whole of the industry.  As 

the largest producer of wine grape and wine in Australia, we have a responsibility to lead the way; to 

be bold, to be ambitious, to be generous.  It has been a watershed year in terms of building 

relationships with agencies and institutions.  There is an emerging eagerness from them to collaborate 

with us.  

This work must begin at home; right here with Riverland Wine.  The relationships with those closest to 

us are the ones that matter most.  If we commit enough time and thoughtfulness; consideration of the 

other person’s perspective; if we give a little as we take a little, then the pathway to collaboration and 

consolidation of knowledge and resources will be much quicker and much smoother.   

At the end of the day, the magnificent feeling of satisfaction of being a successful grape grower or 

winemaker or wine marketer only endures as long as there is consistency and growth.  Those feelings 

of satisfaction can quickly melt away if seasons go wrong, if markets collapse, if relationships break 

down.  By spreading the load across the entire commercial sector, we will build relationships and 

resilience that will ease the impacts of peaks and troughs. 

Riverland Wine has also continued to encourage other regional irrigation groups and our two major 

trusts, CIT and RIT, to cooperate around policy matters of common concern of which there are many.  

The dream of a united Riverland and Mallee Primary Producers entity remains as relevant and 

inevitable as ever.  Besides the water challenges there are many examples of common-interest policy 

topics, including biosecurity as highlighted by the ongoing fruit-fly incursions but also spray drift, 

environmental custodianship, and digitalisation.  Just as it makes sense for growers and producers to 

unify, so it makes sense for commodity groups and other community interest groups to do likewise; but 

convincing ourselves to go the extra mile remains a challenge! 

Thank you everyone who has taught me, supported me, and inspired me over these past twenty 

years.  It may seem trite to say it, but it’s been a journey of discovery with its own peaks and troughs, 

but it’s been a privilege to have been able to serve this Riverland community of wine grower, wine 

makers and wine marketers.  The future is ours and I think it is bright!  

 

 

Chris Byrne  

Chair, RWIDC 



 

PO Box 444,  LOXTON SA 5333 Loxton Research Centre, 1801 Bookpurnong Road, Loxton, South Australia Phone (08) 8584 5816 

admin@riverlandwine.com.au         www.riverlandwine.com.au  

Monday, August 2, 2021 

 

Mr A S Drabsch 

Thnk Advisory 

PO Box 410  

GLENSIDE   SA   5065 

 

 

Dear Adam, 

This representation letter is provided in connection with your audit of the financial reports of The Riverland Wine 

Industry Development Council Inc. and Riverland Winegrape Growers Association Inc. (collectively “Riverland Wine”) 

for the year ended 30 June 2021 for the purpose of expressing an opinion as to whether the financial reports presents 

fairly, in all material respects, the financial position and results for the year then ended in accordance with Associations 

Incorporation Act 1985 (SA) and applicable Accounting Standards as outlined in Note 1 to the financial statements.  

We confirm that to the best of our knowledge and belief, having made such enquiries as we considered necessary for 

the purpose of appropriately informing ourselves: 

Financial Report  

1. We have fulfilled our responsibilities, as set out in the terms of the audit engagement letters dated 2nd July 

2021. 

2. Related party relationships and transactions have been appropriately accounted for and disclosed.  

3. All events subsequent to the date of the financial report and for which require adjustment or disclosure have 

been adjusted or disclosed.  

4. The effects of uncorrected misstatements are immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, to the 

financial statements as a whole. A list of the uncorrected misstatements is attached in Appendix A.  

5. There have been no known instances of non-compliance or suspected non-compliance with laws including 

the Associations Incorporation Act 1985 whose effects should be considered in preparing the final report. 

6. Nothing has come to our attention that would indicate that the financial report is inaccurate, incomplete or 

otherwise misleading. 

7. We have no plans or intentions that may materially affect the carrying values or classification of assets. 

8. Riverland Wine has satisfactory title to all assets, and there are no liens or encumbrances on such assets nor 

have any assets been pledged as collateral that have not been disclosed in the financial report. 

9. There are no financial guarantee contracts in place to third parties which could be called upon in the event of 

a default, other than those disclosed in the financial report. 

10. All liabilities which have arisen or which will arise out of the activities of Riverland Wine to the end of the 

financial year have been included in the financial report. 

11. There were no contractual commitments for capital expenditure at balance date not included in the financial 

statements or the notes thereto. 

12. There were no contingent liabilities, including guarantees, at balance date which are not disclosed in the 

financial report or the notes thereto. 
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Information Provided  

1. We have provided you with: 

• Access to all information of which we are aware that is relevant to the preparation of the financial 

report such as records, documentation and other matters; 

• Additional information that you have requested from us for the purpose of the audit; and 

• Unrestricted access to persons within Riverland Wine from whom you determined it necessary to 

obtain audit evidence. 

2. All transactions have been recorded in the accounting records and are reflected in the financial report. 

3. We acknowledge our responsibility for the design, implementation and maintenance of internal control to 

prevent and detect fraud. 

4. We have disclosed to you the results of our assessment of the risk that the financial report may be materially 

misstated as a result of fraud.  

5. We have disclosed to you all information in relation to fraud or suspected fraud that we are aware of and that 

affects the entity and involves: 

• Management; 

• Employees who have significant roles in internal control; or 

• Others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial report.  

6. We have disclosed to you all information in relation to allegations of fraud, or suspected fraud, affecting 

Riverland Wine’s financial report communicated by employees, former employees, analysts, regulators or 

others.  

7. We have disclosed to you all known instances of non-compliance or suspected non-compliance with laws 

and regulations whose effects should be considered when preparing the financial report.  

8. We have disclosed to you all known actual or possible litigation and claims whose effects should be 

considered when preparing the financial report. 

9. We have disclosed to you the identity of the entity's related parties and all the related party relationships and 

transactions of which we are aware.  

10. We have provided you with all requested information, explanations and assistance for the purposes of the 

audit.  

11.  We have provided you with all information required by the Associations Incorporation Act 1985. 

Yours faithfully 

 
Jo Pippos 

General Manager 

Riverland Wine 
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Appendix A 

We note the following uncorrected audit differences were identified during your audit process:  

RWGA 

Account Debit Credit 

Wages expense 

 

$581  

Accrued payables 

 

 $581 

Adjustment to record wages relating to the year ended 30 June 2021 that had been recorded within 

the year ending 30 June 2022. 
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Independent auditor’s report  
 

To the Members of Riverland Winegrape Growers Association Incorporated 

 

Opinion 

 

We have audited the financial report of Riverland Winegrape Growers Association 

Incorporated (the Association), which comprises the assets and liabilities statement as at 30 

June 2021, the income and expenditure statement, statement of changes in members’ funds 
for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of 

significant accounting policies, and the statement by members of the Committee. 

 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial report presents fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Association as at 30 June 2021 and of its financial performance for 
the year then ended in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards as described in Note 
1 to the financial statements and Associations Incorporation Act 1985 (SA).  
 

Basis for Opinion 

 

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities 
under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of 
the Financial Report section of our report. We are independent of the Association in 
accordance with the ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional and Ethical 
Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that are 
relevant to our audit of the financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical 
responsibilities in accordance with the Code.  
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide 
a basis for our opinion. 
 

Emphasis of Matter - Basis of Accounting 

 

We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. 

The financial report has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling the Association’s financial 

reporting responsibilities under the Associations Incorporation Act 1985 (SA). As a result, the 

financial report may not be suitable for another purpose. Our opinion is not modified in 

respect of this matter.



 

Responsibility of the Committee for the Financial Report 

 

The Committee of the Association is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of 
the financial report in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards as described in Note 
1 to the financial statements, and for such internal control as management determines is 
necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  
 
In preparing the financial report, management is responsible for assessing the Association’s 
ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going 
concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends 
to liquidate the Association or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.  
 
The Committee are responsible for overseeing the Association’s financial reporting process.  
 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report 
 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a 

whole is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an 

auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of 

assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the Australian 

Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements 

can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, 

they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on 

the basis of the financial report. 

 

As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise 

professional judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether 

due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, 

and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 

opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is 

higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, 

intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 

 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design 

audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 

expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Association’s internal control. 

 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 

accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the Committee. 

 

• Conclude on the appropriateness of Committees’ use of the going concern basis of 
accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material 

uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on 

the Association’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a 

material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to 
the related disclosures in the financial report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, 

to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up 



 

to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause 

the Association to cease to continue as a going concern. 

 

• Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, 

including the disclosures, and whether the financial report represents the underlying 

transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 

We communicate with the Committee of the Association regarding, among other matters, the 

planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant 

deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit. 

 

Thnk Advisory 

 

 
Adam Drabsch 

Director 

Adelaide 

2nd August 2021 

 



























 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent auditor’s report  
 

To the Members of Riverland Wine Industry Development Council  

Incorporated 

 

Opinion 

 

We have audited the financial report of Riverland Wine Industry Development Council 

Incorporated (the Association), which comprises the assets and liabilities statement as at 30 

June 2021, the income and expenditure statement, statement of changes in members’ funds 
for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of 

significant accounting policies, and the statement by members of the Committee. 

 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial report presents fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Association as at 30 June 2021 and of its financial performance for 
the year then ended in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards as described in Note 
1 to the financial statements and Associations Incorporation Act 1985 (SA).  
 

Basis for Opinion 

 

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities 
under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of 
the Financial Report section of our report. We are independent of the Association in 
accordance with the ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional and Ethical 
Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that are 
relevant to our audit of the financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical 
responsibilities in accordance with the Code.  
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide 
a basis for our opinion. 
 

Emphasis of Matter - Basis of Accounting 

 

We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. 

The financial report has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling the Association’s financial 

reporting responsibilities under the Associations Incorporation Act 1985 (SA). As a result, the 

financial report may not be suitable for another purpose. Our opinion is not modified in 

respect of this matter. 

 



 

Responsibility of the Committee for the Financial Report 

 

The Committee of the Association is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of 
the financial report in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards as described in Note 
1 to the financial statements, and for such internal control as management determines is 
necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  
 
In preparing the financial report, management is responsible for assessing the Association’s 
ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going 
concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends 
to liquidate the Association or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.  
 
The Committee are responsible for overseeing the Association’s financial reporting process.  
 

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report 
 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a 

whole is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an 

auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of 

assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the Australian 

Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements 

can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, 

they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on 

the basis of the financial report. 

 

As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise 

professional judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also: 

 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether 

due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, 

and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 

opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is 

higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, 

intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 

 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design 

audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 

expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Association’s internal control. 

 

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 

accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the Committee. 

 

• Conclude on the appropriateness of Committees’ use of the going concern basis of 

accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material 

uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on 

the Association’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a 

material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to 
the related disclosures in the financial report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, 

to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up 



 

to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause 
the Association to cease to continue as a going concern. 

 

• Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, 

including the disclosures, and whether the financial report represents the underlying 

transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 

We communicate with the Committee of the Association regarding, among other matters, the 

planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant 

deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit. 

 

Thnk Advisory 

 

 
Adam Drabsch 

Director 

Adelaide 

2nd August 2021 

 



























 

 

 

RWGA Board Election Result 

At the close of nominations on July 5, 2021, the following nominations 

were received to fill vacancies on the RWGA Committee: 

Nominee: Henry Crawford* Nominee: Peter Hill* 

Nominee: Michelle Kennedy Nominee: Jack Papageorgiou* 

Nominee: Anna Petersen 

It is therefore declared that Henry Crawford, Peter Hill, Michelle Kennedy Jack Papageorgiou and 

Anna Petersen are duly elected to the committee for a period of two years, effective from the 

Annual General Meeting date of August 9, 2021. 

*denotes re-elected candidate 

Welcome to our new committee members 

 

Michelle Kennedy  

Grower Representative – elected 2021 

Michelle, together with her partner Darren, run 52Ha of vineyards in Glossop for 

the Wine and Dried markets. A Director of CCW since 2018 and Andrew & Dale 

Office Manager since 2014, Michelle has holds a Bachelor of Commerce from 

Curtin University (WA) and completed the AICD Directors Course in 2019. 

Michelle has a passion for grower-driven industry solutions and opportunities, 

leadership, and community growth. Michelle has worked tirelessly to balance 

her roles as mother, worker, Board member and active community member 

within the Riverland region. “Moving to the Riverland to raise our young family 

on Darren’s family wine vineyard was one of the best decisions I have made. I 

love this region and I am keen to see the “average” Riverland grower prosper in 

this unique regional environment.” 

 

Anna Petersen  

Grower Representative – elected 2021 

Located in Cooltong, my husband Scott and I operate Fremtiden Family Trust. 

Our business focus is on growing quality wine grapes and almonds efficiently 

through adopting new technologies to support our decision making. Whilst Scott 

is a third-generation horticulturist, my background is in communications and 

marketing, including experience working for another horticultural industry body. I 

have chosen to nominate as an RWGA committee member as I believe I offer a 

different skill set and perhaps some valuable alternative insights. I am looking 

forward to working with the RWGA Committee and extending my knowledge of 

the complexities of the Australian wine industry and most importantly, where 

Riverland Wine fits within that. Together with my knowledge of grape production, 

it is also my intention to offer innovative ideas to improve engagement across 

RWGA’s membership whilst also offering support to RWGA’s staff.   



 

2021/22 Riverland Wine Management Committee 

Grower Representatives  Winery Representatives 

Brett Proud – Chair  Bill Moularadellis – Vice Chair 

Sheridan Alm  John Angove 

Henry Crawford  Jim Markeas 

Peter Hill 

Michelle Kennedy 

Jack Papageorgiou 

Anna Petersen 

Brett Rosenzweig   

 

 

 



10/08/2020 06/10/2020 09/12/2020 01/02/2021 06/04/2021 07/06/2021

TOTAL 

MEETINGS 

ATTENDED 

FOR YEAR

Jo Pippos – 1 1 1 1 1 5

Chris Byrne (RW Chair) 1 1 1 1 1 1 6

Brett Proud (RWGA Chair) 1 1 1 1 1 1 6

Sheridan Alm 1 a 1 1 a 1 4

Henry Crawford 1 1 1 1 1 1 6

Peter Hill 1 1 1 1 4

Jack Papageorgiou 1 1 a 1 1 1 5

Anna Petersen – – – ob 1 1

Brett Rosenzweig 1 1 1 1 1 1 6

John Angove 1 1 1 1 1 a 5

Jim Markeas 1 a 1 a 1 1 4

Bill Moularadellis 1 1 a 1 1 1 5

Joe Russo 1 a a 1 1 1 4

Attendance 11 9 9 10 12 11

Elected Members 4 3 3 3 4 4

Appointed Members 5 5 3 4 5 5

Riverland Wine Executive Committee Attendance Record 2020/21 (RWGA & RWIDC)
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